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PREFACE 

This guide has been designed for international students who wish to participate in an international 
exchange programme provided by Zuyd University. 

Please note that the information in this guide (particularly regarding visa, permits etc.) may be subject 
to change. The text does not have an official status, which means that no rights can be derived from it. 
It is intended for information purposes only. For the very latest information on visa procedures, 
residence permits and work permits, please consult the websites of the Nuffic (The Netherlands 
Organization for International Cooperation in Higher Education) at http://www.nuffic.nl/international-
students/preparation-stay/preparing-your-stay/visa-and-permits 
 
We are convinced that internationalisation of our study programmes (e.g. by means of language 
studies, cross-cultural management, work placements abroad and international exchange 
programmes) is extremely important for our students, most of whom are pursuing an international 
career. Therefore we have signed agreements of cooperation with a wide network of partner 
universities abroad which gives students of our partner schools the opportunity to study with us as an 
exchange student. 
 
See you soon!   
 
 
Maastricht, May 2009 
 

 
 
José Mastenbroek 
Dean 
Zuyd University  
Maastricht School of International Communication 
  

  
 
Patrick Schoenmakers  
Co-ordinator International Affairs 
Zuyd University  
Maastricht School of International Communication 
 

http://www.nuffic.nl/international-students/preparation-stay/preparing-your-stay/visa-and-permits
http://www.nuffic.nl/international-students/preparation-stay/preparing-your-stay/visa-and-permits
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The international office 
 
Address: Brusselseweg 150       

P.O. Box 634        
6200 AP MAASTRICHT, The Netherlands     

 Phone: +31 - (0)43 346 6666 / Fax: +31 - (0)43 346 6648 
 Only for urgent matters call +31 (0)43 346 6642 
         

       
        
Patrick Schoenmakers      
Co-ordinator International Affairs Zuyd University 
Maastricht School of International Communication 
E-mail: p.schoenmakers@hszuyd.nl    
Phone: +31 (0)43 346 6462     
Fax: +31 (0)43 346 6648        

 
 
 

  
 
Angelique Cremers-Knubben Audrey Luijten  
Study advisor Outgoing Mobility Study advisor Incoming Mobility 
International Office International Office 
Maastricht School of International Communication Maastricht School of International Communication 
E-mail: a.cremers@hszuyd.nl E-mail: a.m.j.h.luijten@hszuyd.nl 

Phone: +31 (0)43 346 6272 Phone: +31 (0)43 346 6282 

Fax: +31 (0)43 346 6279 Fax: +31 (0)43 346 6279 
 
 

 
 

Tamara Nkhata 
Central International Office 
E-mail: t.e.nkhata@hszuyd.nl 

Phone: +31 (0)43 346 6450 
Fax: +31 (0)43 346 6448

mailto:p.schoenmakers@hszuyd.nl
mailto:.cremers@hszuyd.nl
mailto:a.m.j.h.luijten@hszuyd.nl
mailto:.e.nkhata@hszuyd.nl
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1. ZUYD UNIVERSITY 
 
General information 
 
Zuyd University is an attractive and modern university of applied sciences in the beautiful province of 
Limburg in the Netherlands. We are situated at the heart of the Meuse-Rhine Euregion, one of the 
most dynamic regions in Europe, including cities like Aachen (Germany), Heerlen and Maastricht (the 
Netherlands), and Hasselt and Liège (Belgium). Zuyd University offers a wide range of study 
programmes that are focused on the interests of students and the needs of the regional, national and 
international labour market. Zuyd University is one of the ten largest universities of applied sciences in 
the Netherlands and has been awarded a top 3 status for three consecutive years. 
 

 
 
In spite of the fact that more than 13,000 students are currently studying at our institution, you will get 
a lot of personal attention. We strongly focus on the interests of individual students and therefore we 
have chosen for small-scale and high-quality education in three cities: Heerlen, Maastricht and Sittard- 
Geleen. Most of the study programmes at Zuyd University are taught in the Dutch language. 
To take part in these programmes, you will need a strong command of Dutch. However, some of our 
study programmes (e.g. International Business) are suitable for international students.  
 
 

 
 

Maastricht, Brusselseweg campus  

 
 
Our official address is: 
Zuyd University  
Central International Office 
PO Box 634 
6200 AP MAASTRICHT 
The Netherlands 
 
phone +31 (0)43 3466666 
Fax +31 (0)43 3466648  
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International programmes 

Several international programmes are offered at Zuyd University, including a Bachelor-degree course 
in International Business, an MBA in Hotel and Tourism Management, an MA in Comparative 
European Social Studies (MACESS), a Bachelor-degree course in Communication and Multimedia 
Design, international study programmes at the Academy of Fine Arts and the Academy of Music and a 
number of international classes in our European Studēes programme. For more information on these 
programmes, please consult our universityôs website at www.hszuyd.nl 

 

 

In order to comply with the national quality standards and procedures, Zuyd University has signed a 
Code of Conduct with respect to international students. This Code sets out standards for Dutch higher 
education institutions in their dealings with international students. By signing the Code of Conduct, 
Zuyd University offers international students a guarantee of the quality of its programmes, student 
recruitment, selection and counseling procedures. Only institutions that have signed the Code are 
allowed to recruit international students from outside the European Union. 

http://www.hszuyd.nl/


Zuyd University ï International Office 7 

2. MAASTRICHT SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL COMMUNICATION 
 
General 

The Maastricht School of International Communication was created in 2003, when the former 
Maastricht School of Translation and Interpreting, the department of Oriental Languages and 
Communication, the department of European Studies and the International Business and Languages 
programme were combined into one school. As from 2008, the programme of International Business 
and Management Studies, which was previously taught in the city of Sittard-Geleen, has been hosted 
by the Maastricht School of International Communication. 

The Maastricht School of International Communication is located at the Brusselseweg in Maastricht, 
the most international city in The Netherlands besides Amsterdam. Maastricht is the capital of the 
Province of Limburg, the southernmost part of the country. 

 

 Cafetaria at the Maastricht School of International Communication 

International partners 

As the university is situated only a few miles from the German and Belgian borders (in the Meuse-
Rhine Euregion), its location provides excellent opportunities for students to become acquainted with a 
number of European cultures without travelling great distances. The university is part of the 
LLP\Erasmus programme of the EU, the HORA EST network (a consortium of universities of applied 
sciences in the Euregion Meuse-Rhine) and the Magellan Exchange network (an EU-USA 
consortium). 

To add an international dimension to its courses, the Maastricht School of International 
Communication co-operates with many international partners in China, Europe, Japan, Mexico, Egypt, 
Canada and the United States of America.  
 
The Bachelor degree programmes at the Maastricht School of International Communication  

The Maastricht School of International Communication offers 4 four-year Bachelor degree 
programmes, which prepare students for a wide range of positions in businesses and not-for-profit 
organizations. These programmes are:  

 International Business (Bachelor of Business Administration) 

 European Studies (Bachelor of International Communication) 

 Translation and Interpreting (Bachelor of International Communication) 

 Oriental Languages and Communication (Bachelor of International Communication). 
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Most other programmes are taught in Dutch and to complete these successfully you will need a sound 
knowledge of the Dutch language. However, some of the modules offered in the mentioned 
programmes are taught in English, which makes them accessible to international exchange students. 
International Business is offered completely in English. 

 
3. INTERNATIONAL STUDY PROGRAMMES 
 
 
International Business 

As mentioned above, the International Business and Management Studies (IBMS) programme 
recently moved to Maastricht and is now part of the Maastricht School of International Communication. 

As from the beginning of the academic year 2009-2010, the programmes of International Business 
and Languages (IBL) and International Business and Management Studies (IBMS) at Zuyd University 
will start an intensive co-operation by offering one joint study programme to all new first-year students. 
This co-operation will result in a merger of both courses into a new, four-year Bachelorôs degree 
programme of International Business (IB). 
 
During the 2009-2010 academic year exchange students can choose first, second or fourth-year 
courses. The first year is part of the newly developed International Business programme. The second 
and fourth year are still part of the IBMS courses. 
 
General 

IB offers a thorough training in management skills, business environment, international marketing and 
communications. IB aims at "creating" economically and legally well-versed young professionals with a 
very good command of English and one other foreign language.  

The four-year bachelor-degree programme of IB is a course with a strong international focus. The 
entire programme is taught in English, which allows international students to participate in all classes. 
Students are trained in a wide range of business and management skills, including foreign languages, 
marketing, economics, management, finance and accounting, cross-cultural management and 
international law. To stress the international character of the course, most students spend a significant 
amount of time abroad to follow lectures and gain international work experience. 

IB students come from many countries, such as Belgium, Bulgaria, China, Germany, Indonesia, 
Macedonia, The Netherlands, Russia and the USA. IB has excellent facilities for self-study. A well-
equipped library and modern computer equipment are available from Monday through Friday. 

For the latest information on the new International Business Programme please see 
www.hszuyd.nl/ibsmaastricht 
 

 
 
 IBMS graduation ceremony 

http://www.hszuyd.nl/ibsmaastricht
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European Studies 
 
The European Studies programme has an international orientation and its curriculum, which 
comprises the study of languages, cultures, law and business, aims to train students for jobs in an 
international environment.  
 

    
  
The four-year full-time bachelor-degree programme focuses on Europe: its history, the current 
political, social and economic situation, and its cultural diversity. Some of the lecturers are native 
speakers from European and other countries and the programme is taught partly in Dutch and partly in 
English. Dutch graduates are expected to be fluent in English and to have a thorough command of two 
other foreign languages (chosen from French, German and Spanish). Non-Dutch students must be 
proficient in Dutch in order to follow the full study programme. 
 
The cultural diversity in Europe is such that, in order to be able to function successfully, graduates 
need to be aware of the differences in the way things are done in e.g. Spain and Germany. These 
various cultures require a fundamentally different approach and students of European Studies are 
trained to handle this cultural diversity. 
 
In the course of the second year, students opt for one of the following two specialisations: 
Communication/Business Management or Public Administration, but when they graduate, they can be 
considered generalists, able to perform a wide variety of tasks within a company or organisation. 
 
In the third year of the programme, all students spend one semester at a university in another country 
and at the same time exchange students from abroad will come to Maastricht. A large number of 
students will also spend part of their final year abroad, working as interns for internationally-oriented 
companies and organisations. 
 
Graduates will enter a job market in which specialist knowledge tends to become dated rather more 
quickly than in the past. Therefore, the European Studies programme places great emphasis on 
developing organisational skills, interviewing techniques, managing group processes and giving 
presentations. 
 
Three sectors of the labour market can be identified that particularly attract graduates of the European 
Studies programme. Here are some examples: 
 

 International commercial jobs in the field of communication: Euro-communication project manager, 
events organiser with a Dutch multinational, product manager, international communication co-
ordinator, project manager with an international transport company. 

 International jobs in the marketing and export sectors: assistant manager with an airline company, 
account manager with a bank, marketing communication specialist, marketing representative with 
a multinational, IT sales representative. 

 International jobs in the field of public administration: secretary to a member of the European 
Parliament, officer at the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs, embassy official. 

 
Translation and Interpreting 
 
The Department of Translation and Interpreting of the Maastricht School of International 
Communication offers a four-year, full-time course of higher professional education. Unique in the 
Netherlands, the Department of Translation and Interpreting currently has about 400 registered 
students. 


